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WS READINGS IN APRIL

APRIL 13 Writer Friends of the San
Antonio Public Library and Poetry Society
of America are co-sponsering a “Tribute
to Wiilliam Stafford” on Tuesday. April 13,
1999, at 6:00 pm, in the San Antonio
Public Library. Main Branch, at 800
Soledad, San Antonio, TX. Naomi
Shihab Mye, one of the event organizers,
will be reading along with several others,
including Amy Adams, Paulatte Jiles,
Bruce Snider, Dorothy Stafford, and
Barbara Stanush, Admission is free.

APRIL 25 Friends of the Library and the
Marylhurst University Alumni Department
will host a reading with the theme “In the
Spirit of William Stafford” on Sunday,
April 25, 1999, 8:30 pm at Borders Books
in Tigard, OR. The public is invited.

PLACE YOUR POEM ON THE WEB
The Spring Calendar 1939 sent out by
Poetry Society of America tells of the
opportunity for poets to use the web. The
excerpied article follows:
Poatry on the Web

Workshop vour pogms en-ling with posls frem
around the word. Send colodul audic-iis sl
FPoetry in Motlon posicards to your friends vis
e-mail, Find oul Whal's Amescan abouwt American
Foaty?  Wisil thi PSA web site al
wars poetysociahy org for all this and mors!
L-realed as a forum for those who kove poetry, the
on-ing workshop allows you to post your own
poems and discuss them with your pears, talk
about your favorite poem of poel, ar engage in a
corversabon on orifical msues in poetry today

FW5 members may also link to the PSA
wizbsile an www wmstatford.org.

Poelry Teaching ldeas

ldeas for making poetry more fun for
students on Teachers & Writers web site:
www tweo, org or the web site of the

Academy of American Posts at
WWw.poels.org.

TWO POETS JOIN FWS BOARD OF
DIRECTORS

Paulann Petersen and Joseph Soldati are
the newest Friends of William Stafford
Directors.

PAULANN PETERSEN has three
books of poems: Under the Sign of a
Neon Wolf (Confluence Press, 1989): The
Animal Bride (Trask House Books, 1994);
and Fabrication {26 Books, 1996). Her
poetry has also been widely published in
magazings, such as New Republic,
Poetry, Poetry NW, and Hubbub.
Petersen was raised in Portland and
taught in Klamath Falls for twelve years
belore becoming a Wallace Stegner
Fellow at Stanford. She has won several
publishing awards including two Caroline
Kizer Awards. She is a popular writer-in-
residence for the Oragon State Postry
Association program which brings poets
to rural communities. Pelersen currently
teaches al West Linn High School in a
classroom with a William Statford name
plate over the door. Her Creative Writing
students have won public acclaim for their
poetry, and have read their work at many
evenls.

In the mid-1970's, JOSEPH SOLDATI
gave readings with William Stafford in
Lewiston, 1D, Pendlelon, OR, and several
other locations for Columbia River Watch,
an organization of scientists, artists,
environmentalists, and others concemed
with the Columbi River and how it
influences all parts of life in the NW.
While other poets also read in the series,
it was driving together from town to town
for programs with titles such as, “The
River Within Us," and “"Looking at the
River,” that solidified the friendship
between the two man. Soldati was raised

in North Carolina, had a tour of duty in



ORCAS ISLAND, WA, HOSTS
BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION

fram FYWS membar Anne Hay's letter about

the gathering at the Orcas Iskand Library on

January 17, 1999 [W. Stafford's binthday]:
The ambiance was perfect for the sharing
of his poems--a wet rainy day outside,
and pleasant booklined shelves around
us. Ted Braun did a splandid job of
drawing people together, his own
reminiscenceas of Bill sparking those of
others. Sally Bryan, a published post,
read a poem about Stafford by Robert Bly,
and Alan Lichter read one he had written
about Stafford after his last visit here, The
rest of the poems read were favorite
Stafford poems from the audience. Wea
had people here on Orcas from Gueames,
Lopez, Shaw, and San Juan Islands, as
wall as La Conner on tha mainland.

Comb and Rake

The comb thar we love, of all combs,

iz a rake through our private beach,

giving a voice through missing weeth

to all the things onc hopes to find m the sand
next to horseshoes, aluminum tabs,

and sand ants theilled by the sight of a claw.

The rake that we love, of all rakes,

it a comb through our private grove,
singing at perfect intervals

of all the things one hopes to be divine,
here, among human tongues rusting in fire,
bearing the singed hair and beard.

Of all names, the name we most love

mocks an unsaid name we did not love =

in the smallest possible space,

cast upon a screen encircled by a naked moon
at the center of a solar system
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National Advisor for FWS,

where there is only yvou and me and someone else,

Marvin Bell

trom (ns of Creahon (Copper Canyon
Press, 19501 Bells new New and
Sefected Poems will be publkshed by
Graywol Press in 2000. Marvin Bellis a
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(JOSEPH SOLDATI cont. from page 1)
Viet Nam. lived in Switzerland and
Austria, and has had a dozen extendad
visits to ltaly. Soldati is English Professor
Emeritus at Western Oregon University
where he taught for twenty-six years and
served as co-editor of Calapooya
Collage. His most recent book of poems
is Making My Name (Mellon Poatry
Press, Lewisburg, NY, 1982). Since then
he has co-edited with Edwardo Gonzalas
Bfana a book of poems In two languages,
O Postry! Oh Poesial Poems of Oragon
and Pery (WOU and Cuademos
Trimestrales da Poesfa, Trujillo, Peru,
1987). Soldall appears in literary
publications throughout America,
including Mubbub and California
Quarterly. He's currently working on a
book of essays.

CELEBRATION IN WEST LINN, OR

excens from repor by Patncia
Conover Wast Linn Tidings, West Linn,

OR, Thursday, February 11, 1989:
Rain and wind whipped around guests as
they entered the West Linn Public Library
the night of Jan. 29 for a birthday
celebration for William Statford. . .For the
third year, a celebration in his honor was
hosted by Paulann Patersen, poet and
West Linn High School teachar. .. About
o0 people altended, their ages ranging
from 20 to 85. ...Poets and friends were
invited to read their favorite Stafford
poems. Harold Johnson, poet and
teacher whose work has appearad in
several anthologies, read “Allegiances™-
"Decause of its prescience,” he said. I met
him in 1978 at a writing project at the
Univarsity of Oregon. | remember being
held up in New York and reading his
book, Writing the Ausiralian Craw! | twice.
| wrote him a letter, and he wrote back
That is how our ongoing dialogue
began.”.. Pelersen stated, “Stafiord talks
about his desire 1o mest each person as a
saparate. luminous being. Bill's poems
meel the reader; that's why they resonate
the way they do. ...His poetry speaks in an
authentic voice which enlightans us in

unexpectad ways, a voica that endures.”
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FORGET TO RENEW Yes, | would like 10 be part of

YOUR MEMBERSHIP? Friends of Wilfiam Stafford,
Enclosed 15 my annual donation of
Thank you to members whao Isnlﬂ:j';?:‘fr Retired ﬁa
remembered to send a Additional donation:
renewal in January. For
thoze who needed an exira Name
remindar, clip out and send
in this membership form: Strect
City
Staie Zip

First time member ___
Renewing member

Make check payable o Oregon Community
Foundation fbo Friends of William Stafford
and mail o Friends of William Stafford,

P. 0. Box 592, Lake Oswego, OR 97034
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Volunteer Sign Up

Check arcas you would like o
panicipate in as a volunicer.

'ﬂ' Mailing (apply address
labels and stamps)
Organize poetry readings
a5 a service o libranes
and schools.

< Organize William Stafford
Gutheérings in your lowm,
Serve as [undraiser for
specilic FWS projects,
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CALL FOR ENTRIES FOR
NATIONAL POETRY

A LIBRARY OF CONGRESS BICEMTEMNIAL PROJECT
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Robert Pinsky. Post Laurealte
of the United States, asks
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people all over America 1o
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submit their favorite poem, a i
tirst step in bullding an audio

1"h=ase presnde = the fullewing wpace o weiieics of [ st wivy che pOem FHI have chosen n mpecually

and video archive of people eneanirigiul e yous
saying aloud their favorite poem.
Clip out this submission form
and send it THIS WEEK 1o
T Lol il e aemd ria o A i W Wl g PR ol pEpET e . wrh s bwews o @ revmape

TeE FAWORITE FOEN FROJECT
CREATIVE WRITIHG PROGRLH
BESTON UNMIVERSITT
238 By STATE BoaD
Eostom, MA OZZ1S

—— s B N RN e o —— =
e e S mm e e e ——— —

iof Pty St P i T1 o el P B el il il Vi) 81 Posl LAl 0w
o L iy~ b v A Al 4 P TR WS Bemo e
i i L im T oA o pomrem g spe s @, o gl ol B il
 Fhp pE cromre, P et e e e el e vl el L D
gt e e B g omnil i combhil o bk b il Tl T S 0 @
o e, gl Bl R i B P B AR e Do e, e
bk, il L R R P EEAE PRI FE S e e prees o ke peas,
e vl by sy @ gy paey L oosie Sy il Bkl
By e S i om we n s wil s R Rl
i o Ve kel O Lrevia il O e W L peprer T
] Al PP I W e § e sy gl bl
S N B e et ey o] Bl s

B HIETTEDD B TR
MO Eugiakh FOLMDATION
ol THE BATL

AITH FURDIRS PRos

T HATEGAL EBpoeoiarur
rom Ta ARTH

e o S . S . Y SR . . S B

Friendzs of William Stalford Board of Directors:  Patty Wixon, Ashland, OR, Chair; Nan Atzen,
MNewberg, OR; Brian Booth, Portland, OR; Martha Galchell, Drain, ©R; Acbart Hamm, West Linn,
OR; Ceil Huntington, Lake Oswego, OR; Paulann Petersen, Portland, OR; Shelley Reece, Portland,
OR: Joseph Soldati, Porland, OF. FRIENDS OF WILLIAM STAFFORD NEWSLETTER is published
quarterly. NEWSLETTER articles alsa appear on FW3 website: www. wmstafford.org. Send
inquires and correspondence to Friends of Willam Stafford, P.O. Box 592, Lske Oswego, OR
97034 or e-mail: friends @ wmstafford.org.
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Take Hold

If there 15 nothing

before you, take hold

of it. You may be formunace
or not, Place it deep

n your pocket regandless.
It is a possession

15 no other,

Bill Henke. F\VWS member
from Upland, CA, writes on
a recent trip, “There s a Borders
Books in Singapore with at
least four Stafford books!
How is that for reaching
out into the world?”

When you are o beave and
have made all your
preparations; when you
are ordered to declare all
YOUE possessions, reach in
tir the dark pocket.

This 15 a symbel
traveler, a parable
perhaps, Nothing

15 a8 whole as the space
in the air

vou pass through

And it is yours. If

vou will take hald of it,
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Marrill Leffler

from Take Hold by Merill Leffler (Dryad
Press, Takoma Park. MD, 1957}, Leffler
studied with Myra Sklarew, Un of MD.
whare he was ntroduced to William
Stafford s work. Both Sklarew and Leffler
arg F¥W5S membears
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