ﬁ'}'md? 0f WILLIAM STAFFORD
NEWSLETTER

L

[VOLUME 1 NO. 3 LAKE OSWEGO, OREGON NOVEMBER 1997 |
STAFFORD WORDS TO BECOME STAFFORD'S POETRY NOTED
FART OF COUNTY LIBRARY IN NATIONAL NEWSFPAPER
The new Deschutes County Library will The Methow River Poems road sign
be completed next summer and officially project stared by two visionary forest
open sometime in August George rangers in Washington®s Nonth Cascades,
Gasher, Project Director, reporis the new receved national recogmition last month
structure will be red-brown brick with Om Oct. 7, 1997, THE WALL STREET
precast stone Lintels above six large first- JOURNAL ran journalist Susan G.
floor windows. Each himtel will contain Hauser's article, “Poetry in Iis Natral
thought-provoking words. From 130 Setting,” which describes the project
submissions, a library board commitiee using seven William Stafford poems. Sec
selected six authors of phrases that fit the a full reprint elsewhere in this 1s5ue.
purpose of the building as well as the arca
where it"s being built. Words by William FRIENDS OF WILLIAM
Stafford were chosen from the outset, STAFFORD WEBSITE TO BE
Others selected are by John Quincy AVAILABLE SOON
Adams, Wallace Sievens, Barry Lopez, FWS members Dean and Erin Seabrook,
Willis Eberman, and Christa Mac Auliffe. of Brooklyn, NY, have besn very
Stalford’s come from the lasi verse of his generous contribulors spending “after
famous poem, “Ask Me.” hours” creating a website on the internet,

Soon people all over the country (and

NATIONAL ADVISOR ROBERT waorld) will be able to find information
BLY PUBLISHES NEW POEMS about projects of the organization. ways
NAMED TO HONOR STAFFORD to volunteer to help, how 1o become a
Studenis, stall, and townspeople were member and contnbute ideas. Seabrook
treated Nov. 3, 1997, 1o a reading by expects the FWS website to be ready in
Robert Bly on the campus of Southwest December at hitp:/fwew wmstafford org.
state University in Marshall, MN. Bly, a
National Advisor for Friends of William STAFFORD POEM TO BE PART
Stafford read from his newest collection OF TILLAMOOK FOREST
of poetry, MORNING POEMS INTERPRETIVE PROGRAM
{HarperCollins, 1997), Doug Decker, Direcior of the Tillamook

_ Farest Interpretive Program, reports that
Bly credits MORNING POEMS w the eastern entryway into the Tillamook
Stafford, Bly's fnend and mentor for forest arca will be the first locaton in
mosi of his hife and a contining influence. Oregon for a road sign using a William
Bly decided 10 stay in bed every moming Sl:a.t%?l:'ld poem. Here ravelers
until he had writien at least one poem. He westhound from metropolitan areas will
comments, “Stafford wrote early each be able w stop and read “The Tillamook
moming in an effort w follow the Bum.” Decker says the sign will be at a
language, maintaining that his mind was lookout point above Gale's Creek located
fresh from a night of sleep. and forcing “about stone’s throws from the
himsell 1o write something every day origin of the fire.”
helped him exercise discipline in his
Writing.

Friends of William Stafford Board of Directors; Brian Booth, Portland, OF;: Linda Christensen, Portiand,
OR: Bob Dusenbery, Portiand, OF: Cail Huntington, Lake Oswego, OR: Harold Johnson, Portland, OR.
Bavarly Partridge, Portland, OR: Patty Wixon, Ashiand, OF, Chair. FRIENDS OF WILLIAM STAFFORD

NEWSLETTER will be published penodically for members. Send correspondence fo Friends of William
Stafford, P.O. Box 582, Lakes Oswego, OR 87034 or e-mail: vpworon & jeffnet org.



(TILLAMOOK FOREST, cont)

Bids [or design and [obricaton of the
sipgn will be let soon, with construction
expected betwesn April and June, and
instaflation complesed by Fail, 1998, The
Tillumook Forest covers about 40K
sguare miles (364,000 acres). Decker 15
overseeing the S-year plan o develop &
network of inlerprelive sites, an cxicnsive
educational program, and a large
interpretve center at Jones Creek.

Decker hopes wo use several Staffond
poems in inlerpretive areas within the
Tillamook Forest program.

FWS MEMBER RELATES HOW
FINDING STAFFORD'S WORK
CHANGED HIS LIFE
Bam Jordan discoversd Wilham
Stafford's poetry dunng his sophomore
ﬁear in college, in late 1993, s0 he never
ad the oppornunity to meet Stafford or o
hear him read. Afier atiending the
William Stafford Gathering last August
and hearing memones of Bill, Sam
Jordan wanted 10 add his,

In a lener, excerpied by permission, he
says, ... when [ read the poem, “A
Rimsal 1w Read wo Each Other,” it affectad
me 0 deeply that I coald not help but 10
really begin exploring Stafford’s work,
reading everything 1 could find in the

Lewis & Clark library. No maner what
- paper | was working on or which final
test | was studying for, 1 always seemed
16 find ume to steal 4 few quict moments
alone with one or morne of Staffond’s
books open around me....my mémories
of William Stafford are of quiet nights
reading his poetry 1o myselfl or o others,
shanng a cherished line with my mother
and lather, buying a copy of one of his
books 10 give away as a present,
windering what he might have thought
about what happened wday; wondering
what he and 1 might have said w each
other. ... To know him in person would
have been amazing...and yel. even
having not known him, 1 do kmow him.
He has been a constant fricnd, a mentor,
and a teacher over these past fow years
through his wrinng....Each ume 1 read
one of his poems or think abowt

something he once said, [ creaie
memaories of Wilham Stafford for
mysell...One day when I was thinking
about all of this...I tumed & page and
found this pocm [“Sending These
Messapes™], 1 think Stafford wrote this
w people like me, and like you...all the
people with memones.

Sending These Messages

Over these writings | bent my head
MNow you are connidering theme If you
tuemy away S owilll dook ope 2 bedpe

that war there will be gone

For the rest of your fife T owill stand here,

regching scross,

If these writings can bring 2 furn

or an echo that fouches you—maybe
@ fave. 2 slant, 2 tune—yow will stop
too and bend over them. When you
fk e, vonr thought will reach

whersver | am

I kv 3t 3 sfrangre. And theres no meature
for thie The only connection we make

is fike 2 twmge when somelimes they change
the beat in music, and we sprawl with it
and hear anorher world for-a minute

Fhat - almost there.

William Stafford

from A GLASS FACEIN
THE RAIN (HARFER &
ROW, 1982} by
permisaion of Lhe
Literary Archives of the
Estste of William
S1alford




froum THE WALL STHEET MMTEMAL, 00T, 7, 1997
by permassrnn of Susan G, Heeser

Poetry in Its Natural Setting

By Sueam G. Hathais

Wirdlrop, Wirsh.

Om the Norih Cageades Bpende High-
way. it's hard Wb kKeep ¥our eyes of the
mad, The fowering, snow-capped mo-
Labis, Uik green and gobd blur of pise and
gspen trees, the rushing water of the
Metnhnw River—why, it's enough to mike
youl pick upoa pen and compose postry
right om the spat.

Failing thai. one can always pull off
the highway and read the rosdgide poesms.
Enscribed on seven signs placed slong an
Bd:mile steatch of the highway is poetry
that is ns breathtaking as the view.

This poetry in paradiss was composed
by the late Williim Stafford, o Fermer
peet laureate of the U4 wio lived and
taught in Poriland, Ore. Bul the project
was conceived by fwo forest rangers,
Sheeln Mclean and Cortis Edwirds, whi,
after vears of creating iterprative road-
site signs in the Okancgan MNational Far-
e5l, had grown sick of their own wriling,

In an April 1953 ketber proposing the pro-
jeel o Mr, Stafford, Ms. Mclean ex-
plained, “We are thred of our owm mediocre
natural history writing. We need someans
who can refale [eelings a5 well as Tacty
with endy o few words. Postry, actusliy, ig
what we nepd.”

The Forist Service offensd Mr. Staffond
£100 per poem. He wrote the poems i Jaly
1, after an mspiring visit to the Methow
River Yalley. A month liter, b died al age
M from & heard attack.

The poems wers erected a year after
Mr. Stafford's death. The Porest Bervies
balked at spending meare tax dollars on pi=
eiry, &0 8 bocal private fmmdation, the
Methow Imstitute Foundaiion, rassed the
$1,04 each for the porcefain enamel

Six of the poems were erected naxt
tr matucal history imterpretive signs; a
seventh poem, & gif from Mr. Stalford's
family, stands mbone at the summit of
Washingion Fass,

The seven poems have been pub-
lished in booklet form by Confluence
Press of Lewiston, ldabo, and a video
ghoat the project, “The Methew Blver
Poems,”  [eatures  Gammson  Hedllor,
Mpomi Shihab Mye and Mr. Biaffoed
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mimsedl Teading ihe poems.

The FE-minute video was made Iy Alikes
Markee of Ashland, Ore.'s TTTD Produe
tions. Thit's short for “Traveling Through
the Dhark.” the fitle of Br. Stafiord's best-
known poem. Procesds benefit the memp
rial organization, Friepds of William
Salford, which has lately embarked on jts
oWt poelry in parndige project, Soon 1o be
erected abong Oregan’s Wikson River High-
way, which winds over the mountins
from Portlsnd 1o the coasl, are wo
Stailord poema. Mr, Markes says there are
miTe fo-eome 6 various areas of Oregon,
in order to catch wp with Washinglon's
Methow River poems project.

“I todd Sheedn |[Mclean] | was tirked
thar Washirgion gol the pastry syms be-

Where We Are
Fag i the morning here
will make some of the world fnr away
and the near only 6 Ainl Bul tain
will eel its blind progeess aloap (he vallsy,
Lapping 1 convert ane bowlder al o dme
it a ghstening Facl Daylight wil
lve what came,
Whadever [Hs will be welenme, whalever
sbeps back kn the fog will disappear
and hasdly exial. You Bear the river
SEYINE A prayer for a1l tai’s gone.

Far over ise valley there is an island
for everything lefl; and our own iland
Wl iy thers od, urkess we hold o,
unless we tap like this: *Friend,

are youl there? 'WIE you tnach when
youi paasd, Hie (he rain?™
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fare Oregon did,” Mr. Markee gosd-na
taredly recalls. “She sadd. 'You don't own
Williarm Stafbord.”™

M5 BMelean and Mr. Edwards, who
work at the Winthrop Ranger Station and
read poelry in thelr spare time, now wish
o expand their project o have poetry fol-
low (ar lead) travelers along the entice
length of the Morth Cascades Scentc High-
winy. Magl recently, they approzched an-
ather famoes post with Mortheest rools,
Cary Snyder. Mr. Srorder protested that b

Witk Lodr lagy. bupt Uhe rangers dud not take
{hat @5 a definite no.

"He has Norih Cescades comnections,”
insists Ms. Melean, It seems Mr. Snyder
served as 4 forest fire lookout im these
wondds, a5 did hiz friepd, Jack Kerouar,
who wrobe 3 novel, “Desolation Angels,”
aboul s summer sofoem adop netby
Degodation Peak,

Come to think of 4, excerpls from Mr.
Reroudc’s nowvel (0 the Road,” might be
most approprizte for the rosdside syms.
Balore the pociry-loving forest rangers
switeh from peeiry fo prose, M, Snyder
hopehilly will see the beneliis of being &
poadsile poel Surely one of the perks
woubd be that the post's wosds touch
thosards more people, in one boure
padsan wlone, than & cabendar (ull of poe
edry readings and o shell full of published

poema.

Ms. Melean has seen for herself that
froveters  stop  to  linger over  Mr.
Stafford's poems, most of which were
written for the speclfic sites where they
are paced. Afler the poel's death, she
sald. bunches of fiowers were kel at the
oot of the slgns,

Mz, McLean drove me alomg the hlgh:
way o see, amd lo read, the porms. Bul
the poem Mre. Stafford wrole i hobor of
Bilver Bar Mountain was bemporarily
missing, being repaired after & snowplow
kmocked it down. | asked Ms. MeLlean fo
read the pe=m “Slver Star” aboid from
the chapbook, Her reverest reading as
she [aced the majestic moumiain and her
response s the poem showed me the
perwer Of remiside poetry,

“1sn't that & great poem?" ahe sald. "
makes my hakr stand up on my neck. And
the smelll Gmell that alpine smefl!”

On the “Methow REiver Poems™ viden,
Ms, Mclean is shown walking across o
suspenaion bridge i reach (he riverside
site of her fayorile Stafford poem, “Where
We are.” Daring my visit to the Methos
River, she le=d me to hat spol. Moved by
the words of the poem, | read this line
aloud: “Bui rain will feel jis blmd

progress along the valley, lapping to con-
vert one boudder af & time Into & glistes-
ing taet.”

Mz, McLean nodded. "N makes me
wanl toery,” she skl

vik b e Y Flnsis pvecioos
1 et B V't b By

i, o Yeikitargraor Fam Desricok

Bl prvmsichad i 178 Fuoress Sreecs
Jwu! winneey imih semoaeen
Cinfumes Presa  Cowmana (75




CALL FOR VOLUNTEERS FOR
TWO FWS PROJECTS IN YOUR
TOWN

The Board of Directors for Friemnds of
William Stafford is seeking volunieers
for two projects, one scheduoled for
January or February, 1995, and another
in Augusi, 1998

For the first volunteer project, during the
micinth ollowing Willinm Staflord’s
hirthday (January 17), the Directors hope
10 have readinps scheduled in several
libraries and schools. The purpose is 10
huild an appreciation for the imporance
of poetry within our communitics and to
extend awareness of our literary heritage
Volunieers will be provided a copy of
CROSSING UNMARKED SNOW:
FURTHER VIEWS ON THE
WRITER'S VOCATION, as a resource
of about twenty Siafiord poems which
could be selacied w read along with
works by other pocts. IF vou're interested
in organizing a readimg in your local high

school or community library, please
contact FWS Directors at FWS address.

A second project involves a Gathering
next AUgust in your community in
memory of William Stafford, on the (ifth
anmiversary of his death, This event
would be a local poetry reading, where
parucipants could read or listen o favorite
poems by William Swufford and other
poets. Organizers will establish a
schedule for the readings —from picnics
10 toa parties under the stars --1o fit a
spccific community. For further details,
contact FWS Dircctors at FWS address.

NOTICE: TAX INFORMATION
The application for S01{C){ 3} designation
for Friends of William Stafford 15 sull in
process. 'We will continue 1 give you
updates as they become available. If the
organization’s application for not-for-
profit status is successful afier December
31, 1997, any donation you have made
previously would be a retroactive tax
deduction.
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